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An Approach to Conserving Maine's Natural 
Space for Plants, Animals, and People

Data Sources
DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
   (note: italicized file names can be downloaded from Maine Office of GIS)
T OWNSHIP BOU NDARIES
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS (2006); metwp24
ROADS
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS, Ma in e Depa rtm en t o f T ra n spo rta tio n  (2005); medotpub
HYDROL OGY
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS, U .S. Geo lo gic a l Survey (2004);  hyd24 
DEV EL OPED
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS, Ma in e Depa rtm en t o f En viro n m en ta l Pro tec tio n  (c o n ta c t a gen c y 
   fo r this m ultiple a gen c y c o lla b o ra tio n ) (2005);  imperv
ESSENT IAL  & SIGNIFICANT  WIL DL IFE HABIT AT S
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS, Ma in e Depa rtm en t o f In la n d Fisheries & Wildlife;  ehplvtrn, ehrtern, sni 
RARE NAT U RAL  COMMU NIT IES & PL ANT S
   Ma in e Na tura l Area s Pro gra m
AT L ANT IC SAL MON HABIT AT
   Ma in e Offic e o f GIS, Ma in e Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  Co m m issio n , U .S. Fish & Wildlife Servic e (2006); ashab3
DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION
Ma in e Offic e o f GIS: http://www.m a in e.go v/m egis/c a ta lo g/
Ma in e Na tura l Area s Pro gra m : http://www.m a in e.go v/do c /n rim c /m n a p/
Ma in e Depa rtm en t o f In la n d Fisheries & Wildlife: http://www.m a in e.go v/ifw/
U .S. Fish & Wildlife Servic e, Gulf o f Ma in e Pro gra m : http://gulfo fm a in e.fws.go v
Ma in e Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  Co m m issio n : http://www.m a in e.go v/a sc /
Ma in e Depa rtm en t o f T ra n spo rta tio n : http://www.m a in e.go v/m do t/
DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
T o  request digita l da ta  fo r a  to wn  o r o rga n iza tio n , plea se visit o ur web site.
http://www.b egin n in gwithha b ita t.o rg/the_ m a ps/gis_ da ta _ request.htm l

LEGEND

Begin n in g with Ha b ita t (BwH) is a  vo lun ta ry to o l in ten ded to  a ssist la n do wn ers, reso urc e 
m a n a gers, pla n n ers, a n d m un ic ipa lities in  iden tifyin g a n d m a kin g in fo rm ed dec isio n s 
a b o ut a rea s o f po ten tia l n a tura l reso urc e c o n c ern . T his da ta  in c ludes the b est a va ila b le 
in fo rm a tio n  pro vided thro ugh BwH’s c o a litio n  pa rtn ers a s o f the m a p da te, a n d is in ten ded 
fo r in fo rm a tio n  purpo ses o n ly. It sho uld n o t b e in terpreted a s a  c o m prehen sive a n a lysis o f 
pla n t a n d a n im a l o c c urren c es o r o ther lo c a l reso urc es, b ut ra ther a s a n  in itia l sc reen  to  
fla g a rea s where a gen c y c o n sulta tio n  m a y b e a ppro pria te. Ha b ita t da ta  sets a re upda ted 
c o n tin uo usly a s m o re a c c ura te a n d c urren t da ta  b ec o m es a va ila b le. Ho wever, a s m a n y 
a rea s ha ve n o t b een  c o m pletely surveyed, fea tures m a y b e presen t tha t a re n o t yet 
m a pped, a n d the b o un da ries o f so m e depic ted fea tures m a y n eed to  b e revised. L o c a l 
kn o wledge is c ritic a l in  pro vidin g a c c ura te da ta . If erro rs a re n o ted in  the c urren t depic tio n  
o f reso urc es, plea se c o n ta c t o ur o ffic e. So m e ha b ita t fea tures depic ted o n  this m a p a re 
regula ted b y the Sta te o f Ma in e thro ugh the Ma in e En da n gered Spec ies Ac t (Essen tia l 
Ha b ita ts a n d threa ten ed a n d en da n gered spec ies o c c urren c es) a n d Na tura l Reso urc es 
Pro tec tio n  Ac t (Sign ific a n t Wildlife Ha b ita t). We rec o m m en d c o n sulta tio n  with MDIFW 
Regio n a l Bio lo gists o r MNAP Ec o lo gists if a c tivities a re pro po sed within  reso urc e a rea s 
depic ted o n  this m a p. Co n sulta tio n  ea rly in  the pla n n in g pro c ess usua lly helps to  reso lve 
regula to ry c o n c ern s a n d m in im ize a gen c y review tim e. Fo r MDIFW a n d MNAP c o n ta c t 
in fo rm a tio n , visit http://www.b egin n in gwithha b ita t.o rg/c o n ta c ts/in dex.htm l.

Rare or Exemplary Plants and Natural Communities

Kn o wn  ra re, threa ten ed, o r en da n gered pla n t o c c urren c es a re b a sed o n  field o b serva tio n s.  
Co n sult with a  Ma in e Na tura l Area s Pro gra m  (MNAP) Ec o lo gist to  determ in e c o n serva tio n  
n eeds o f pa rtic ula r spec ies. Fo r m o re in fo rm a tio n  rega rdin g ra re pla n ts, the c o m plete list o f 
tra c ked spec ies a n d fa c t sheets fo r tho se spec ies c a n  b e fo un d a t: http://www.m a in e.go v/
do c /n rim c /m n a p/fea tures/pla n tlist.htm

Ra re Pla n t L o c a tio n s

T he MNAP ha s c la ssified a n d distin guished 98 differen t n a tura l c o m m un ity types tha t 
c o llec tively c o ver the sta te’s la n dsc a pe. T hese in c lude suc h ha b ita ts a s flo o dpla in  fo rests, 
c o a sta l b o gs, a lpin e sum m its, a n d m a n y o thers. Ea c h type is a ssign ed a  ra rity ra n k o f 1 (ra re) 
thro ugh 5 (c o m m o n ). Ma pped ra re n a tura l c o m m un ities o r ec o system s, o r exem pla ry 
exa m ples o f c o m m o n  n a tura l c o m m un ities o r ec o system s, a re b a sed o n  field surveys a n d 
a eria l pho to  in terpreta tio n . Co n sult with a n  MNAP Ec o lo gist to  determ in e c o n serva tio n  n eeds
o f pa rtic ula r c o m m un ities o r ec o system s.  

Ra re o r Exem pla ry Na tura l Co m m un ity L o c a tio n s

Essential Wildlife Habitats

Ma in e's Depa rtm en t o f In la n d Fisheries & Wildlife (MDIFW, www.sta te.m e.us/ifw) m a ps a rea s 
c urren tly o r histo ric a lly pro vidin g ha b ita t essen tia l to  the c o n serva tio n  o f en da n gered o r 
threa ten ed spec ies a s direc ted b y the Ma in e En da n gered Spec ies Ac t (12 MRSA, Cha pter 
925, Sub c ha pter 3, Sec tio n s 12804 a n d 12806) a n d regula tio n s (MDIFW Rules, Cha pter 
8.05). Iden tific a tio n  o f Essen tia l Ha b ita t a rea s is b a sed o n  spec ies o b serva tio n s a n d 
c o n firm ed ha b ita t use. If a  pro jec t o c c urs pa rtly o r who lly within  a n  Essen tia l Ha b ita t, it m ust 
b e eva lua ted b y MDIFW b efo re sta te a n d/o r m un ic ipa l perm its c a n  b e a ppro ved o r pro jec t 
a c tivities c a n  ta ke pla c e.

Ro sea te T ern  Nestin g Area  or
Pipin g Plo ver-L ea st T ern  Nestin g, Feedin g, & Bro o d-Rea rin g Area

Significant Wildlife Habitats

A po o l depressio n  used fo r b reedin g b y a m phib ia n s a n d o ther in dic a to r spec ies a n d tha t 
po rtio n  o f the c ritic a l terrestria l ha b ita t within  250 ft o f the sprin g o r fa ll high wa ter m a rk.  A 
vern a l po o l m ust ha ve the fo llo win g c ha ra c teristic s: n a tura l o rigin , n o n perm a n en t hydro perio d, 
la c k perm a n en tly flo win g in let o r o utlet, a n d la c k preda to ry fish.

Sign ific a n t V ern a l Po o ls

Breedin g, m igra tin g/sta gin g, o r win terin g a rea s fo r c o a sta l wa terfo wl o r b reedin g, feedin g, 
lo a fin g, m igra tin g, o r ro o stin g a rea s fo r c o a sta l wa din g b irds.  T ida l Wa terfo wl/Wa din g Bird 
ha b ita ts in c lude a qua tic  b eds, eelgra ss, em ergen t wetla n ds, m udfla ts, sea weed c o m m un ities, 
a n d reefs.

T ida l Wa terfo wl / Wa din g Bird

Co a sta l sta gin g a rea s tha t pro vide feedin g ha b ita t like tida l m ud fla ts o r ro o stin g ha b ita t like 
gra vel b a rs o r sa n d spits fo r m igra tin g sho reb irds

Sho reb ird Area s

An  isla n d, ledge, o r po rtio n  thereo f in  tida l wa ters with do c um en ted, n estin g sea b irds o r 
suita b le n estin g ha b ita t fo r en da n gered sea b irds.  

Sea b ird Nestin g Isla n d

Freshwa ter b reedin g, m igra tio n /sta gin g, a n d win terin g ha b ita ts fo r in la n d wa terfo wl o r 
b reedin g, feedin g, lo a fin g, m igra tio n , o r ro o stin g ha b ita ts fo r in la n d wa din g b irds.

In la n d Wa terfo wl / Wa din g Bird

Fo rested a rea  po ssib ly used b y deer fo r shelter durin g perio ds o f deep sn o w a n d c o ld 
tem pera tures. Assessin g the c urren t va lue o f a  deer win terin g a rea  requires o n -site 
in vestiga tio n  a n d verific a tio n  b y IF&W sta ff. L o c a tio n s depic ted sho uld b e c o n sidered a s 
a ppro xim a te o n ly.

Ca n dida te Deer Win terin g Area

Ma in e's Na tura l Reso urc es Pro tec tio n  Ac t (NRPA, 1988) is a dm in istered b y the Ma in e 
Depa rtm en t o f En viro n m en ta l Pro tec tio n  (MDEP; http://www.m a in e.go v/dep/b lwq/do c sta n d/
n rpa pa ge.htm ) a n d is in ten ded to  preven t further degra da tio n  a n d lo ss o f n a tura l reso urc es 
in  the sta te, in c ludin g the a b o ve Sign ific a n t Wildlife Ha b ita ts tha t ha ve b een  m a pped b y 
MDIFW. MDEP ha s regula to ry a utho rity o ver m o st Sign ific a n t Wildlife Ha b ita t types. T he 
regio n a l MDEP o ffic e sho uld b e c o n sulted when  c o n siderin g a  pro jec t in  these a rea s.

Maine's Natural Resources Protection Act 

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Wildlife

Co n sult with a n  MDIFW regio n a l b io lo gist to  determ in e the rela tive im po rta n c e a n d 
c o n serva tio n  n eeds o f the spec ific  lo c a tio n  a n d suppo rtin g ha b ita t.  Fo r m o re in fo rm a tio n  
rega rdin g in dividua l spec ies visit o ur web site, http://www.m a in e.go v/ifw/wildlife/spec ies/
en da n gered_ spec ies/sta te_ list.htm , fo r spec ies spec ific  fa c t sheets.
T he Federa l En da n gered Spec ies Ac t requires a c tio n s a utho rized, fun ded, o r c a rried o ut 
b y federa l a ga n c ies b e reviewed b y the U . S. Fish a n d Wildlife Servic e. If yo ur pro jec t o c c urs 
n ea r a n  o c c urren c e o f the Atla n tic  Sa lm o n , Ro sea te T ern , Pipin g Plo ver, Ca n a da  L yn x, New 
En gla n d Co tto n ta il, Fub ish's L o usewo rt, o r Sm a ll-who rled Pa go n ia  c o n ta c t the Ma in e Field 
Offic e, U SFWS, 1168 Ma in  St., Old T o wn , ME 04468.

Kn o wn  ra re, threa ten ed, o r en da n gered spec ies o c c urren c e a n d/o r the a sso c ia ted 
ha b ita ts b a sed o n  spec ies sightin gs.  

Atlantic Salmon Spawning/Rearing Habitat

Ma pped b y Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  Co m m issio n  (ASC) a n d U S Fish & Wildlife Servic e (U SFWS) 
fro m  field surveys o n  selec ted Pen o b sc o t a n d Ken n eb ec  River trib uta ries a n d the Den n ys, 
Duc ktra p, Ea st Ma c hia s, Ma c hia s, Plea sa n t, Na rra gua gus, a n d Sheepsc o t Rivers.

Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  L im ited Spa wn in g Ha b ita t

Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  Rea rin g Ha b ita t

Atla n tic  Sa lm o n  Spa wn in g Ha b ita t

Orga n ized T o wn ship Bo un da ry

U n o rga n ized T o wn ship 

Develo ped: Im pervio us surfa c es suc h a s b uildin gs a n d ro a ds

Selec ted T o wn  o r Area  o f In terest
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